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FRONT COVER: Over the Christmas/New Year period, Queensland Rail ran the Great South 
Pacific Express from Cairns to Melbourne via Sydney. Here we see NRI leaving Seymour Loop 


as it heads north to Sydney on Thurs.30.12.99 Ryan Hucklebridge 


INSIDE FRONT COVER: GNR377 stands by on the Clifton Hill viaduct with replacement 
girders. The upgrading work for the Flinders Street viaducts is being carried out by John 
Holland with GNRS providing all the infrastructure trains for the project. 


Sat.11.12.99 Bernie Baker 
BACK COVER 


ABOVE: During December 1999, Freightcorp utilised 48 class locos as bankers all the way to 
Melbourne on their freight service. A highlight of this working was triple 48s on Tues. 21.12.99, 


pictured with 8177 leading 4866-48130-4846 on a down train at Mangalore Peter Foote 


BELOW: 8174 on the up CRT service between Kilmore East and Wandong on Thurs. 13.1.00 


Cleve Matys 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 
a 
ANNIVERSARIES 

2nd, 1875: Opening of Clunes to Maryborough 
line. (125) 

4th, 1890: Opening of Terang - Port Fairy line. 
(110) 

7th, 1985: Northern underground loop services 
commenced. (15) 

7th, 1995: WCR locos haul the company’s train for 
the first time. (5) 

8th, 1970: R766 moved to Bendigo for static 
preservation. (30) 

Oth, 1985: BCPL29 built at Newport Workshops 
in 1921, last PL carriage in traffic, used on an 
AREA tour prior to withdrawal. (15) 

10th, 1995: First 40 foot container of pears left 
Mooroopna rail depot. (5) 

16th, 1880: Opening of Carlsruhe to Trentham 
line. (120) 

17th, 1985: An XPT set ran demonstration trips 
between Spencer Street and Tullamarine Loop. 
(15) 

28th, 1905: Opening of Strathmerton line to 
8 mile 23 chain point. (95) 

28th, 1985: Opening of new rail headquarters at 
Transport House, 589 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
(15) 

28th, 1995: Last Australian National Overland 
departed for Adelaide on broad gauge. (5) 

1900: Newport Workshops commenced building 
fifteen 2-6-2 tank type 2’ 6” gauge NA class 
steam locos. (100) 

1985: Demolition of Dudley Street carriage sheds. 
(15) 

1995: Construction began on new carriage washing 
plant at North Melbourne freight arrival siding. 


(5) 
MARCH 
a 
ANNIVERSARIES 
1st, 1900: Opening of Quambatook to Ultima line. 
(100) 


1st, 1970: Term ‘Economy Class’ introduced as 
replacement for ‘Second Class’. (30) 

Ist, 1975: Closure of Stanhope to Girgarre line. 
(25) 

17th, 1880: Opening of Trentham to Daylesford 
line. (120) 

17th, 1890: Opening of Moriac to Wensleydale 
line. (110) 

18th, 1995: Ararat to Heywood broad gauge line 
closed for conversion to standard gauge. (5) 

19th, 1995: Loco R711 removed from static display 
in park near Bendigo station. (5) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 


Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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GREEN STAR 


There are three railway parcel services 
still operating in Australia, namely: 


= Queensland Rail’s Q-Link 
@ Freight Victoria’s Fast Track, and 


@ Green Star 


The first two use rail and road 
freight services to convey parcels, 
whilst Green Star relies on metro- 
politan and country rail passenger (as 
well as country road coach) services. It 
is also the only parcels service of the 
three that only offers a station-to- 
station service (door-to door delivery is 
available with Q-Link and Fast Track). 
Green Star is therefore the last tradi- 
tional railway parcel service in oper- 
ation in Australia. 

Green Star is currently under the 
control of the administrative shell of 
the Public Transport Corporation 
(PTC) whose role is to wind up those 
functions of the PTC not taken up by 
the new private operators, such as the 
Green Star parcel service. The future 
direction for Green Star is currently 
unknown, although it will presumably 
be made available for sale. 

The Melbourne depot for Green Star 
is located in a small building adjoining 
the car park at Spencer Street Station. 
The Green Star service is currently 
available to the following 94 locations 
across Victoria: 

Bayside stations: Brighton Beach, 
Broadmeadows, Carrum, Caulfield, 
Cheltenham, Clayton, Coburg, 
Dandenong, Elsternwick, Footscray, 
Frankston, Hastings, Moorabbin, 
Mordialloc, Oakleigh, Pakenham, 
Sandringham, Somerville, South Yarra, 
Springvale, St Albans, Sunshine, 
Werribee and Williamstown (24 
locations) 

Hillside stations: Ashburton, 
Belgrave, Blackburn, Boronia, Box 
Hill, Camberwell, Clifton Hill, 
Croydon, East Malvern, Eltham, 
Epping, Glen Waverley, 
Greensborough, Heidelberg, 
Hurstbridge, Ivanhoe, Lilydale, 
Mitcham, Reservoir, Ringwood, 
Thomastown and Upper Ferntree 
Gully (22 locations) 

Hoys stations: Murchison East and 
Shepparton (2 locations) 

V/Line Passenger stations: Bacchus 
Marsh, Ballan, Ballarat, Benalla, 
Bendigo, Broadford, Castlemaine, 


Corio, Geelong, Gisborne, Kerang, 
Kilmore East, Kyneton, Lara, Melton, 
Moe, Morwell, Sale, Seymour, South 
Geelong, Sunbury, Swan Hill, 
Traralgon, Wangaratta, Warragul, 
Wodonga and Woodend (27 locations) 


V/Line Passenger road coach 
locations: Ararat, Cobram, Dimboola, 
Donald, Echuca, Hamilton, Horsham, 
Leongatha, Mansfield, Maryborough, 
Mildura, Ouyen, Portland, St Arnaud 
and Stawell (15 locations). 


West Coast Railway stations: 
Camperdown, Colac, Terang and 
Warrnambool (4 locations) 


From observation, it appears that the 
business carries the usual items associ- 
ated with a parcel service, including: 
automotive parts (small), blood, chick- 
ens, dried ice, live fish, fresh cut flow- 
ers, herbs, medicines, mothers’ milk, 
movie films, pathology (human and 
animal) and water samples from rural 
councils. 


NEW GSR ON-BOARD 
MAGAZINE 


Great Southern Railway (GSR) have 
launched a new quarterly on-board 
magazine with the title of Platform. 


The first issue was dated Autumn 
1999 and it is by far the best on-board 
rail magazine that the observer has 
seen to date. 


Items of interest for a rail enthusiast 
in the first issue were: 


m Standard train configurations for the 
Indian Pacific and the Ghan. 


m Latest GSR news under a section 
titled ‘Keeping Track’. 


m Facts and figures, as well as a brief 
history of the Indian Pacific and the 
Ghan services. 


CARS’ OFFICE HOURS 
EXTENDED 


Since Sun.5.12, the V/Line Passenger 
Cars’ Office (responsible for assigning 
carriages on a daily basis, collecting 
carriage operating statistics and pro- 
viding replacement road coaches if a 
train cannot run) has been open for 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
Previously the Cars’ Office was open 
from 06 15 to 22 15, despite the fact 
that the last V/Line Passenger train 
doesn’t arrive in Geelong until 00 30. 
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THE OVERLAND — FROM STEAM TO DIESEL 


Above: This illustration showing the Melbourne Express near Adelaide hauled by a 500 class 4-8-2 (later converted to 
a 500B class 4-8-4) has been taken from a hand-painted double page spread in the book, Railways Today — Their 
Evolution, Equipment and Operation written by C J Allen and published by Frederick Warne and Co of London in 1929 
Jim Harvey Collection 


Below: In modern times, CLP14 powers away from Manor Loop with the up Overland at 07 27 on Tues. 14.1.97 
Graham Withers 


GEELONG LOCO DEPOT 
CHANGES 


The management of Geelong Loco 
Depot passed from Freight Victoria to 
V/Line Passenger on Sun.19.12. 


SENIOR MANAGEMENT 
CHANGES AT V/LINE 
PASSENGER 


Geoff Tighe, Managing Director of 
V/Line Passenger and Serge Lacchiana, 
Head of Finance, announced in 
November 1999 that they were leaving 
to pursue careers outside V/Line Pas- 
senger. 

Until permanent replacements are 
made, Geoff Smithwick has taken up 
the position of Acting Managing 
Director with V/Line Passenger and 
Mark Scully as Head of Finance, in 
addition to his role as Head of Finance 
with Bayside Trains. 


NEW METROPOLITAN 
SERVICES 


Additional services on Melbourne’s 
eastern and north-eastern suburbs 
commenced on Mon.13.12. 

The new services are: 


= Belgrave/Lilydale — one extra morn- 
ing service and five extra evening 
services including three express. 


= Glen Waverley — one extra morning 
express service and two extra even- 
ing services including one express. 


m= Hurstbridge — three extra morning 
services including one express and 
four extra evening services including 
one express. 


m Epping — one extra express service in 
the morning and one extra evening 
service stopping all stations. 


HILLSIDE TRAINS 


= During September 1999, delays on 
the company’s six eastern lines were 
reduced by almost 40%, making it 
the best performing train company 
for the month. 


m A new technical maintenance plan 
has been introduced contributing 
markedly in fleet availability and 
reliability. Various on-train main- 
tenance activities have been out- 
sourced. 


m Staff numbers are reported at 1254. 


m In conjunction with Bayside Trains, a 
new ticketing initiative introduced 
for a three-month period proved suc- 
cessful. The cost of off-peak travel 
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GENERAL NEWS 


from Zones 1, 2 and 3 to the city cut 
up to 38% off the full fare daily 
Metcard. 


BAYSIDE TRAINS 


= A market research with customers 
has been carried out to determine if 
the company will retain or change 
the company name. 


= The owner, National Express indi- 
cated that it may relocate the offices 
of Bayside Trains, Swanston Trams 
and V/Line Passenger from Trans- 
port House. 


m™ Maintenance of trains is likely to be 
outsourced. 


m™ Customer and staff views are being 
sought on the refurbishment needs 
of existing trains together with the 
design and layout of the proposed 
new trains. 


m= The first of the new trains are 
planned to be rolled out in early 
2003 with the completion of the 62 
trains by the end of 2004. 


m Bayside Trains cut delays by 30% in 
September 1999. 


V/LINE PASSENGER 


= A new locomotive cleanliness regime 
was introduced which will improve 
standards both inside and out. 


m= Over $173 million will be spent by 
National Express Group’s Australian 
Rail Division over the next ten years 
in a range of service improvements. 


YARRA TRAMS 


m Plans are in hand to change the 
colour scheme of the company’s 
trams. 


= A proposed plan to reduce stop 
numbers and reposition other stops 
will not go ahead until after exten- 
sive community consultation. 


SWANSTON TRAMS 


= The company must reduce delays by 
30% before qualifying for Govern- 
ment bonuses. 


m= A review of brand and image is 
being undertaken including chang- 
ing the colour of trams and uni- 
forms. 


= A study is being conducted into the 
feasibility of installing automatic 
ticket machines on the street, in 
buildings in the CBD, at key inter- 
sections and at other convenient 
locations. 


= A city sights tram tour is being 
investigated, taking in Victoria 
Market, the new Museum, Crown 
Casino, St Kilda Road, Toorak Road, 
Melbourne Park, the MCG and the 
Docklands. 


= A new all night service to be intro- 
duced in 2001 will be under study, as 
well as the introduction of a new 
track and service along Park Street, 
South Melbourne between Toorak, 
South Yarra, St Kilda Road and 
South Melbourne. 


m The first of 59 new state-of-the-art 
trams are scheduled in 2001 with 
the entire fleet in service by late 
2004. 


WEST COAST RAILWAY 


The practice of transferring WCR loco- 
motives on the 9137/9138 Mildura line 
goods trains has virtually ceased. With 
the accreditation of WCR’s own crews, 
the locos are now changed over as light 
engine movements. Typically one loco 
is transferred in and another out on the 
same day. 

Work is commencing on the restor- 
ation and conversion to standard gauge 
of B80 to be used for a new venture in 
South Australia hauling a passenger 
train each Sunday from mid-February 
2000, from Adelaide to Tailem Bend. 
A Wegmann second class sleeper 
(BRB86) is being modified to a sitting 
configuration at Ballarat for this ser- 
vice. The colour scheme for this new 
venture is reminiscent of Union Pacific, 
basically chrome yellow with a red 
stripe on the lower body side. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL 


SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the 
Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA 
GPO Melbourne 3001 
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Above: Not an 1894 photostop! The 
west-bound inter-colonial express 
stranded at an embankment 
subsidence east of Murray Bridge 
(that’s the original railroad bridge, 
top left). Note passengers in front of 
the Q class engines and below (right) 
transferring to a relief train hidden by 
the shadow of the cutting. The leading 
vehicles are a post office sorting van, 
bulk mail van and a Mansard roof 
composite first and second class 
compartment carriage 

LE Bates from D A Colquhoun Collection 


Centre: Two SAR 4-6-0 Rx locos 190 
and 193 haul the Melbourne Express 
near Belair through the Mount Lofty 
Ranges in 1917. Three locos were 
needed for heavier trains. The joint 
stock E type cars and van were lit 
with Pintsch gas until electric lights 
were installed about 1920 Photo VR 


Below: New, American loco company 
influenced, English Electric built 900 
class diesel electrics 900-901 painted 
in Overland livery hauling the east- 
bound train out of Adelaide station 
for the first time on Wed.28.11.1951 
SAA — Late Kim Bird Collection 
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Above: An aerial view of the 
devastation of the head on collision 
between the two Overlands at 
Serviceton on Fri.7.9.51. The second 
west-bound engine, A7958 jack-knifed, 
ripping the cab and tender of the 
leading engine A’977, then slewed out 
over ‘X’ track and turned on its side. 
Behind A7977 is steel mail van 1D 
which also absorbed much of the 
impact. Also in the scene of 49 years 
ago is a bus, cars, motorbike, a clutch 
of white chooks and a baby’s cream 
wicker pram 

Herald-Sun — ARHS Archives 44378 


Centre: Joint stock sisters, 76AB, 
shown here at Ballarat in 1952, and 
77AB were used on the first inter- 
colonial expresses in 1887. 77AB was 
converted to a ways and works’ 
accommodation car in 1959 and is 
now stored at Newport Workshops 
awaiting restoration Late Wal Jack 


Below: The South Australian Railways 
imported six heavy Mann Boudoir 
sleeping cars from New York for use 
on the inter-colonial express VR to ‘62 
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— The Overland — 
112 YEARS DOWN THE TRACK 


PART 3: 1976-1991 


Australian National’s Great 


D:. 1975, Prime Minister, 


Gough Whitlam had announced that 
non-urban rail services in South Aus- 
tralia and all services of the Com- 
monwealth Railways and Tasmanian 
Railways would be amalgamated and 
administered by the newly established Australian National 
Railways Commission. The South Australian Railways 
Department was abolished on Monday 8 December 1975. 
The next day the State Transport Authority — Rail Division 
commenced operation of metropolitan, country, and the 
Overland services. 

The STA was concerned at the continued use of wooden 
carriages on regular and special trains and retention of steam 
locos. Steamranger was required to provide steel 
strengthening to the popular end-platform centenary cars. 
Lack of State Government funding seemed to assure the 
future of former, wooden end-platform baggage cars con- 
verted to 820 class trailers for use in Adelaide’s suburban 
diesel railcar sets pending proposals whether to change to 
electric traction. However, early in 1976, a proposal was 
announced for 13 new 120 class steel trailers to match the 
Red Hen railcars. Australian manufacturers were not inter- 
ested in such a small order. The STA withdrew the 820’s 
creating crowded diesel railcars — ‘passengers standing in steel 
carriages will be safer in an accident than those seated in 
wooden vehicles’. Designs were then drawn up for new jumbo 
type cabbed, 2000 class airconditioned, steel diesel railcars 
(the first entered service on Friday 22 February 1980). A 
group of 77 Victorians arriving on the second division of the 
Overland for a weekend steam tour were surprised at the 
apparent lack of the usual hearty welcome by their South 
Aussie counterparts, who together with the local media were 
clustered excitedly around several VR wooden cars, including 
BU’s and BW’’s at the front of the train. The incident created 
headlines — ‘Wooden Carriages on the Overland’ supported by 
a graphic photo in the daily press. The STA banished the 
foreign wooden cars without passengers back across the bor- 
der that night (in Victoria, the last wooden car set, 31BE, 
19BE, 4BE, 34BE and 52AE continued in regular service at 
speeds up to 115 km/h until Tuesday 24 December 1991). 
Conductors who had worked on a one-for-one basis were 
required to serve two sleeping cars. Industrial action damaged 
the Overland’s reputation when it did not run at all for 15 
nights in 1977. Adelaide metropolitan bus and Glenelg tram 
services also came under the control of the State Transport 
Authority which was later renamed TransAdelaide. 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS ... 

The Australian National Railway department formally began 
operations on Wednesday 1 March 1978. By July, BJ10 
emerged from the workshops with the old V&SAR lettering 
replaced by ANR-VR signage. In South Australia, as else- 
where, staff morale, already affected by uncertainty during 
the brief three year STA regime came under increased strain. 
As a cost cutting exercise all train staff became centrally based 
at Keswick. Six Victorians sold up their homes to transfer to 


Expectations. The Overdue. 
The Critical Years 


Don Potts 


Adelaide and 35 others were made 
surplus. The Federal Government’s in- 
volvement in AN shielded the South 
Australian State Government from 
embarrassment by announcing recom- 
mended country rail service reductions 
and line closures. 


THE ‘OVERDUE’ 


Traditionally, railway operators had generally given passenger 
trains priority. Goods trains, particularly on single lines were 
side tracked to expedite the travelling public. In the event of 
an engine failure, a replacement was commandeered from the 
nearest goods train or depot. Increasing Government user- 
pays philosophy and accountants reports demonstrated that 
most passenger services were subsidised by goods traffic. The 
long established practice was reversed — human freight was 
relegated to a lower priority. This change, together with other 
external factors lead to the decline of most long distance 
passenger services including the Overland, which in the early 
1970s had earned the reputation of being a world class train. 


Please read on — failure of Victorian, South Australian, and 
later Commonwealth Governments to provide adequate fund- 
ing resulted in deferred track maintenance, not forgetting a 
varied and deficient signalling system. Frequent derailments 
were reported in Newsrail and the Recorder magazines. Lack of 
co-ordination between the states caused imposition of years of 
speed restrictions pending finance becoming available. 
Further extensive delays of up to two hours followed during 
lengthy major track upgrades. Defective locos also caused 
problems. The media, always ready to crucify the railways, 
dubbed the Overland, the ‘Overdue’ — a reputation the train 
itself did not deserve. Fortunately, eventually somebody, still 
with pride in the job helped salvage the Overlana’s credibility 
by extending the schedules during track problems to ensure 
‘on-time’ arrivals. Unfortunately, this was countered at 04 15 
on Saturday 10 March 1979, when the Overland with a 
capacity load of 401 Labour Day holiday weekend passengers 
was blocked at Kaniva by a Jet derailed further west. Thirteen 
country buses had to be scrounged to tranship passengers to 
Adelaide. A few days later the east bound train starred in 
another incident in what was becoming known as the Kaniva 
Capers when $310-Y152 belatedly staggered into the station 
with the Overland in tow. Thirteen non-airconditioned wooden 
cars substituted when an electricians’ strike prevented use of 
steel airconditioned stock on Tuesday 22 May. 


Tests began with C505 and C506 on Friday 3 August for 
through running as distinct to the states hiring each others 
locomotives. A Y and a T were noted arriving Spencer Street 
with the Overland at 13 20 on Saturday 1 March 1980. Sixteen 
days later S303-T342 hauled a westbound train. Passengers 
had to transfer to buses when the Overland became trapped at 
Horsham for three days due to a signalmen’s strike. All was 
not doom and gloom however — on occasions when blessed 
with good management and luck the train arrived up to 40 
minutes early. 


NEWSRAIL February 2000 


THE OVERLAND OF THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 


=z. 


ry a 
ag Hh i 
vi up 


th} 
44 


Above: Double-header 4-6-0 Ds assisted in the rear by an 0-6-0 R class banker storm up the | in 48 Ingliston Bank 
beyond Bacchus Marsh with the Adelaide Express, 1912 


Below: The Adelaide Express about to depart Spencer Street in the mid-1930s. Compare A7983 with new improved 
front-end and plain funnel to A947 still with original elegant funnel Both photos ARHS Archives 
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Above: On the evening after the Serviceton accident, class leader R700 leads R709 on the east-bound Overland 
crossing one of the Parwan wooden trestle bridges. Fri.7.9.51 R Leonard 


Below: A streamlined S class 4-6-2 Pacific and doubleheader 4-6-4 Hudsons with R709 leading, bask in the late 
summer sunlight while waiting to depart Spencer Street station with Victoria’s two glamour expresses, the Spirit of 
Progress and the Overland. Mon.22.1.52 R L Reilly 
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As was trendy among government departments, in 1981, 
ANR went for a new corporate image by adopting the simple 
abbreviation of AN which did little to sell itself as a large 
railway operator to the general public. Potential train 
passengers had to sift through some 25 AN listings in city 
telephone directories, some of which may well have turned a 
maiden aunt’s blue rinse, white. MotoRail was popular. In 
1982 the Cafeteria car, borrowed by VicRail was noted on 
Swan Hill trains at Easter and other occasions. On Friday 11 
September, while the Overland was held in a siding to allow a 


goods of four-wheelers to gallop past on the main line, one of ° 


the declining number of business executives still using rail 
travel, who after starting his apprenticeship in the days of the 
old wooden sleeping cars, averaging 18 trips annually, kept 
me enthralled with his experiences. Two people riding on the 
roof of the Overland were killed when it passed under a bridge 
with only 30 cm clearance near Great Western — a tragedy 
which may dispel thoughts that train surfing is something 
new and only occurs in suburban areas. 


During the 1982-83 summer holidays, daylight trains 
supplemented the Overland from Monday 20 December until 
Monday 31 January, Mondays to Saturdays, except Christmas 
and New Year’s Day when Sundays were substituted for 
Saturday. Westbound, it was combined with the Horsham 
pass. and was noted hauled by B63 and $310 on Wednesday 
12 January. AN’s good publicity, lacking by VicRail, attracted 
patronage ranging from 62 to 164 passengers daily. In 
another business ‘shake-up’ VicRail was superseded by a 
Victorian State Transport Authority on Friday 1 July. Tor- 
rential rain caused havoc to the Overlands on Saturday 15 
October. After hitting a mud slide at Parwan the westbound 
train had to retrace its steps and proceed via Brooklyn, then 
North Geelong, arriving Ballarat 05 00. After being diverted 
via North Geelong the eastbound terminated at Geelong. 
Floods closed both the line and roads near Little River. The 
substitute buses had to travel via Bacchus Marsh and the 
empty train returned to Ballarat before reaching Melbourne 
via the Marsh. In a bid to counter fierce deregulated airline 
and bus discounting, rail fares were reduced. Serviceton 
station was closed on Tuesday 1 May 1984. The first of AN’s 
major projects, the new Keswick passenger rail terminal 
became available for the broad gauge on 17 May when the 
last eastbound Overland departed Adelaide, North Terrace 
station behind X54-934. BL26 Bob Hawke replaced X49 and 
931 at Tailem Bend for the first arrival into Keswick next 
morning. V/Line opted to introduce its own Daylink service in 
December 1985 by utilising regular train travel via North 
Geelong loop and bus beyond Dimboola. During its first year 
it carried 9000 passengers, competing with its joint operated 
night train. On Friday 3 January 1986, 940 struggled east 
from Bordertown with a failed X45 and dead S311 to 
Serviceton where two T’s were added. At Dimboola the T’s 
were detached and S317 led 940. S311 was removed after a 
late Ballarat arrival. 


AN and V/Line crews started changing over at Wolseley 
instead of Serviceton on Friday 3 January 1986. Australia Post 
decided to provide its own road transport which included 
lockable steel containers designed to be less prone to 
tampering and damage than canvas mail bags. Four E type 
wooden body bulk mail vans replaced the first postal vans 
after 1907. The original 1D and 2D were scrapped after 
derailments at Glenorchy, 1924 and Callington, 1929 
respectively. Their single, less ornate replacement was also 
numbered 1D, built at Islington Workshops, June 1931. Its 
notorious heavy steel and concrete reinforcement tare weight 
of 55 tons (which helped it survive the Serviceton and 
Bungaree accidents) was more than double a carrying capacity 
of 25 tons. Following loss of the 99 year old contract, bulk 


mail vans 1D, 3D and 4D were withdrawn from service. A 
Victorian proposal, that as their a new Daylight train-bus trial 
was satisfactory, a daily daylight train service should be 
introduced in addition to the Overland, was declined by AN 
when the night train patronage slumped 7%. AN began 
Caper fare reductions to counter the problem. While the 
public was alert to advance purchase and seasonal discounts 
offered by airlines and buses, they often had difficulty finding 
out about rail fare reductions from staff and the word ‘caper’ 
didn’t help — it means pickled flower bud of a Sicilian shrub, 
skip, dance, frolic, freak, escapade. 

The centenary of Australia’s first straight through inter- 
capital passenger rail service was appropriately commemor- 
ated in Melbourne and Adelaide on Monday 19 January 
1987. New and old rollingstock was displayed. In Adelaide, 
the 70 year old Pullman dining car carrying that City’s name 
was loaned by the ARHS - SA Mile End Railway Museum for 
display at Keswick station. The Overland became a mixed 
train when it attached three urgently required container flat 
wagons at Ballarat on Sunday 7 February 1988. The Blue Lake 
Express provided an interesting, but rarely publicised off the 
beaten track daylight alternative. Normally, Blue Bird rail 
cars at this stage, it departed Adelaide at 07 55 with a change 
to bus at Mount Gambier for Warrnambool connecting with 
the V/Line West Coaster train, due Melbourne at 20 12. The 
day I travelled, due to repairs to the Murray River bridge, a 
bus substituted to Keith where a run down Blue Bird lost 40 
minutes to Mount Gambier. V/Line N class diesel electrics 
made their debut on the Overland with N473-475 doing the 
honours on Tuesday 2 August. The N’s head-end power made 
the PCO power vans redundant. 

During the late 1980s a changing pattern in passenger 
preference found AN with a shortage of loco hauled sitting 
carts which it proposed to solve by utilising surplus Blue Bird 
railcars. Initially, this was mainly achieved simply by re- 
moving the tail shaft. During an airline strike, No. 254 was 
included in the Overland consist. A full scale conversion pro- 
gram included removal of engine, driving controls and 
mechanism resulting in useful additional sitting cars. On 
Sunday 2 June 1991, BM 259 (Penguin) in the form of a 
composite coach class car-brakevan painted maroon and silver 
was attached to the Overland. With only light parcels traffic 
left, the vehicle had scope to replace the near empty, heavy 
CO vans and provide 56 extra seats. Due to union opposition, 
it made a once only return journey to Victoria. 

In despair at continuing rising deficits and overall falling 
patronage, AN reduced Indian Pacific and Ghan services, 
dispensed with train guards on Monday 22 April, axed the 
Trans-Australian surviving weekly service from Monday 
1 July, continued closing South Australian lines and 
recommended to V/Line reducing the Overland to five times 
weekly. The Overland gained a boost in patronage at 
weekends, when as a sponsor of the newly formed Adelaide 
Crows AFL football club, AN added extra Club and other 
special cars and promoted travel, accommodation and game 
admission packages for supporters when the team played in 
Melbourne. On Saturday 11 January 1992, the N class hauled 
eastbound train ran out of fuel near Beaufort. After being 
rescued by G538, Spencer Street arrival was 150 minutes late. 
A stressed passenger laden with heavy luggage just managed 
to struggle up the ramp to platform 8 and collapse into the 
departing Traralgon train only to experience it running out of 
fuel on the up side of Warragul. 


PART 4 COMING SOON: 1992-1999 

@ Sleeping Beauty Project — Just a Dream 

M™ Change of Gauge — The Overland Loses its Soul 

@ Visions of Privatisation — More Days for the Overland... 
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By STEAM AND ‘SPARKS’ 
TO COBURG 


This article reproduced by courtesy of the Coburg Historical Society 


It was heavy going hauling a 


N= that the Coburg line has 


been saved and modernised and all the 
chronologies written we can relax with 
some reflections on more obscure 
corners of its history. 

Line construction commenced in 
1882 at a time when Thomas Bent 
was shrewdly asserting his authority as 
Minister of Railways in the O’Loghlen 
Victorian Government. In late 1881 
he had brought before parliament a 
Railway Construction Bill for the 
building of 827 miles of new lines, 
locomotive shops and a viaduct be- 
tween Spencer Street and Flinders Street stations. 

The new line opened to Coburg on Tuesday 9 September 
1884 to provide a goods and passenger service to suburbs 
lying north of the city of Melbourne. Initially a duplicated 
track was provided from North Melbourne to Royal Park, 
onwards to South Brunswick (later renamed Jewell) and, in 
stages, by 1892 ultimately through to Coburg, the virtual 
limit of habitation. In the interim, parliamentary petition was 
successful in achieving a single track extension from Coburg 
to Somerton to permit ‘firewood, chaff and grain’ to be railed 
directly from north-eastern Victoria to Brunswick and 
Coburg. By October 1889, this section was opened for traffic. 

Stations were sited at Bell Park (Batman), North Coburg 
(Merlynston), Fawkner, Campbellfield, Campbellfield North 
and Somerton, with connection to the main north-east line. 
A regular morning and afternoon goods ran to Somerton for 
about ten years with some continuing on to Seymour. 


THE DISTRICT 


In the 1880s, there was a concentration of industry and popu- 
lation around South Brunswick. The soil in the locality was 
very suitable for tile making and local bluestone was in 
considerable demand. Sidings were soon opened to the 


Macaulay station in the early 1920s VR Box 32-8 


train up the hill from Royal 
Park on the way to Coburg. 
Sometimes two locos were needed 
and in this century a steam 
train might have to swallow its 
pride and get a push from a 
following electric. But more on 
that later 


Sid Brown 


Cornwell Potteries and Hoffman 
Brickworks, with the branch leaving 
the main line near Dawson Street. The 
siding was phased out of use after 68 
years, with the Brunswick clay pits 
being filled in by 1945 and the 
Cornwell Potteries closing in 1954. 

Further north at Moreland, sidings 
ran to the Connolly Moreland Grain 
and Free Store, a Gypsum plant and 
J Pender & Co. A little known fact is 
that rail vans were built in Moreland 
for the Victorian Railways during the 
years 1894-97. Fifty-eight T class vans 
were built at the Moreland premises of J Pender, G W Kelly 
and C Keefer. These were the forerunners of the refrigerated 
wagons now in use. They were closed vans with covered 
hatches let into the roof which, when filled with ice, were 
employed in transporting perishable foodstuffs to cities and 
ports. 

The Lincoln Knitting Mills near Batman station, formerly 
Bell Park, also had its own siding. Timber, hides, skins, 
foundry castings, firewood, coal and later briquettes, together 
with grain, were carried in large quantities. There were two 
goods trains a day even into the 1950s — the 05 15 Coburg 
goods and the 13 30 Moreland goods. These trains were often 
sufficiently heavy to necessitate a ‘banker’ loco to assist them 
up the 1 in 50 grade from Macaulay to South Brunswick 
(Jewell). 


GOODS LOCOMOTIVES 


Century-old Coburg line goods records are sparse, but 0-6-0 
type Y class engines would certainly be included among the 
motive power. Built in 1889 by the Phoenix Foundry at 
Ballarat, they had a tractive effort at 80% boiler pressure 
(saturated steam) of 21,840 lbs and were capable of hauling 
loads of 300 tons to Coburg. 
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AY class 0-6-0 type goods locomotive VR H-1139 


With early loco depots at Port Melbourne and Princes 
Bridge, before North Melbourne was established as the prin- 
cipal depot, watering and fuelling facilities would have been 
provided along the line. There is little detail recorded apart 
from the existence of a water tower at Coburg around the turn 
of the century. 

From 1907, A’ class type 4-6-0 locos became available for 
main line passenger work and goods haulage. These had a 
tractive effort of 25,480 lbs and when superheated versions 
became available, this rose to 27,480 lbs at 85% boiler 
pressure. These units could haul a 375 ton load up the grade 
to Coburg. 

K class type 2-8-0 ‘Consolidation’ locos built at Newport 
Workshops from 1922, N class type 2-8-2 ‘Mikado’ locos — 
some built at Newport and others in Scotland from 1925, and 
J class type 2-8-0 locos built in England in 1953/54 all had a 
slightly higher tractive effort at 85% boiler pressure of 28,650 
Ibs, could haul loads above 375 tons and were used on the 
line until the 1950s. 


PASSENGER TRAFFIC 


Perusal of the Victorian Railways Register of early passenger 
rollingstock, and examination of available photographs of 
passenger trains on the Coburg line one hundred years ago, 
suggests comparatively primitive carriage accommodation. 
It is believed that until towards the end of the last century, 
suburban trains consisted of a motley array of four or six fixed 
wheel swing-door compartment cars varying in size and 
capacity, probably A and AB types carrying 30 to 46 pas- 
sengers. The consist was usually completed by a six-wheel 
XYZ van with accommodation for a guard and thirty pas- 
sengers. Three of these preserved vintage carriages are at 
Seymour. 

A major change in railway administration in 1884 saw the 
VR coming under the management of three commissioners. 
The chairman, Richard Speight, has been credited with the 
order to rationalise the extensive steam loco fleet, and would 
also seem to have influenced the suburban passenger car fleet. 
The late 1880s saw the beginning of the building of 13.7 
metre seven compartment swing-door bogie cars, and the dis- 
appearance of the unsightly mix of vehicles used up to that 
time. It was a version of these new cars that Melbournians 
came to know as the electrified ‘dog boxes’. 


In common with other suburban lines, Coburg steam 
passenger services were powered initially by tank engines of 
British design. Three classes predominated. The M class 4-4-0 
type built at Ballarat in 1884-86, the E class 2-4-2 type — 
some built at Phoenix Foundry, Ballarat and others by David 
Munro & Co, Melbourne between 1889 and 1894 — and later 
the heavier DD* class 4-6-2 type built at Newport workshops 
between 1908 and 1913. When available, these latter units 


would have significantly improved performance with heavy 
passenger loads up the Macaulay - Royal Park bank. Tractive 
effort for the E class was 17,030 lbs at 80% boiler pressure 
compared with 20,770 lbs for the DDE class. 

For the first seven years of passenger operation, trains ran 
from and to Spencer Street only. It was not until November 
1891 that passenger trains could use the new north viaduct 
between Flinders Street and Spencer Street stations. Pre- 
viously there had only been a ground level goods line between 
the two. 

The passenger service to Coburg started with a forty- 
minute service six days a week and an hourly frequency on 
Sundays. Initially there were twelve trains a day, which was 


: _ increased to meet demand. By 1890, nine of the down trains 


ran beyond Coburg to Somerton, as well as a local service 
between the two stations. However, by the mid-1890s, the 
prevailing depression led to a reduction in both passenger and 
goods service requirements. 


TEMPORARY DECLINE 


In 1903, train services were discontinued beyond Coburg due 
to lack of patronage and mounting losses, but, in 1905, the 
line was reopened to Fawkner to permit passage of a Mortuary 
Train on Monday to Saturday to the new Melbourne General 
Cemetery. The ‘consist’ included a four-wheel Hearse car with 
fourteen coffin compartments and passenger cars for the 
bereaved. 

Normal passenger service to Fawkner recommenced in 
1914 with seven trains a day. It was not until 1928 that the 
Fawkner to Somerton section of the line was reopened. A four- 
wheel single-ended railmotor car was provided for the service. 
The carriage built at Newport workshops on a converted road 
motor chassis was powered by a 45 hp AEC engine and had 
accommodation for 10 first class and 22 second class pas- 
sengers. Becoming affectionately known as “The Beetle’, it 
connected with electric trains at Fawkner seven times each 
weekday and also ran on weekends. A 26-foot turntable was 
provided at each terminus. By 1956, patronage was con- 
sidered too low and the service was discontinued after twenty 
eight years. 


PENDING ELECTRIFICATION 


Melbourne was the Australian leader in suburban railway 
electrification with consideration being given to the project as 
early as 1896. However, it was Thomas Tait, Chairman of 
Railways Commissioners, who set the project on track in 
1903, at which time, and until 1927, Melbourne was the 
capital of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Plans began to be made for the conversion for electric 
operation of the then newer suburban cross-compartment 


An E class 2-4-2 type tank locomotive used in suburban 
passenger service VR H-1090 
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‘dog box’ type carriages with a door on each side of each 
compartment, but no corridor. An improved design with 
greater passenger capacity and improved safety was also to be 
developed. Ultimately a 30 cm wider, open design sliding 
door carriage, the ‘Tait Car’, was the one chosen to 
supplement and eventually replace the 1880s ‘dog box’ cars. 

Although suburban electrification was not to proceed 
immediately, many of the preparatory steps were initiated, 
particularly the upgrading of the old steam hauled passenger 
stock and the building of the new rollingstock for use as 
multi-unit trains. ‘Dog boxes’ had their underframes 
strengthened and lengthened from 13.7 metres to 17.4 
metres to accommodate two additional compartments. Bogies 
were improved at the same time. The motor cars were placed 
on heavier underframes, as the original steel underframes were 
not sufficiently strong enough to support the electrical equip- 
ment. It is of interest to note that the replaced frames were 
subsequently utilised to carry the bodies of a new class of 
sliding door PL cars for country special and excursion traffic. 
By 1910, Tait cars were entering service hauled by DD* steam 
locos. 

In 1910 it was decided that a 1,500 volts DC electrical 
system would be employed to power the suburban train 
service, necessitating the Victorian Railways generating its 
own electricity, since at that time there was no state electricity 
grid. Construction of a 60,000 kW black coal fired steam 
turbine powerhouse at Newport began in 1913. By com- 
pletion in 1919 — World War 1 having delayed the project — 
it was credited as being the most powerful generating plant in 
the southern hemisphere. The 20,000 volts AC electricity 
generated was distributed by overhead wire or underground 
cable to rotary-converter sub-stations located around the 
system. Here the 20,000 volts AC-current was converted to 
1,500 volts DC for feeding into overhead wires to power the 
trains. 

Four General Electric 237 type traction motors were pro- 
gressively fitted to each swing door and Tait motor carriage. 
Each traction motor gave 105 kW on a one-hour rating, 
which permitted a train speed of 83 km/h. 


Moreland station in the 1930s VR Box 32-9 


Lighting in converted ‘dog boxes’ and the early Tait car 
compartments was provided by adapting the existing Pintsch 
(shale oil) gas fittings suspended from the ceiling to take a 
double-branch electric light providing 80 candle power. To 
safeguard against total failure of the lights, the circuitry was 
designed so that each compartment was lit by two separate 
lighting circuits. Train head and tail lamps, were provided 
with three red and three white lights on the exterior of each 
driving compartment, with an oil lamp fitted for emergency 
use. 


Although electrically lit, second class passengers had to 
endure spartan seating, even in the new Tait cars, compared 
with the upholstered comfort enjoyed by first class ticket 
holders. First class travel was abolished on Sunday 14 
September 1958. 

Anecdotal information from ex-steam drivers who took on 
the ‘electric sparks’ rated the early electric motor cars as 
developing slightly less power than a DD steam loco with a 
tractive effort of 20,000 lbs. With two motor cars on a four 
car train set, and three on a six or seven car set, it can be 
readily seen that train performance significantly improved 
when on Thursday 2 December 1920 electric trains com- 
menced running to Coburg and Fawkner, with a seven minute 
time saving for the full distance. A fifteen minute service was 
provided to Coburg, and an hourly service to Fawkner. Steam 
loco drivers can also attest the power of the ‘sparks’ when 
their heavy goods stalled on an upgrade and were helped to 
the top by a following electric pass. 


THE BLUES AND SILVERS 


The blue Harris trains which permitted the overdue 
retirement of many of the sixty year old wooden ‘dog boxes’ 
had a higher tractive effort than the Tait motors being fitted 
with 151 kW traction motors compared with 105 kW. These 
steel bodied units went into service in 1956, and with a late 
awareness of asbestos being used in the insulation, were 
progressively replaced from 1973 by Hitachi design stainless 


= Continued on Page 50 
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In 1999, Freight Victoria 
went into the log business 
in a big way. Large 
tonnages are moved out of 
Gippsland and they now 
even move logs around 
New South Wales. At 
Stratford an up log train 
hauled by RTLI crosses 
Hobson Street. 

Tues. 14.12.99 


2 

RTLI powers away from 
the former site of 
Stratford Junction 

Both photos Darren Hodges 


3 

T371-S306-P23 at Morwell 
on an up Maryvale - North 
Geelong Yard log train. 
Mon.20.12.99 


4 

1374 shunts wagons at 
Corio Quay as logs are 
loaded on board a ship for 
export. Wed.8.12.99 

Both photos Jeff Bounds 


5 

G533-X45 stand at Port 
Kembla (NSW) on an 
empty log train. 


Sat.20.11.99 
Peter Gambling 
6 


When the loading 
commenced out of Hillside 
to North Geelong it was 
the first traffic over the 
Sale - Bairnsdale line since 
1995. RTLI was used until 
the line was brought back 
to a standard that locos 
could use. Here we see an 
up ‘train’ crossing the 
Stratford - Maffra Road 
with the old Maffra line 
foundation in the 
background. Tues. 14.12.99 
Darren Hodges 


NEWSRAIL February 2000 


SIGHT VICTORIA LOGGING COMPANY 


Bd 3] “at 
SUIPEPTSESTTTT A iz | 


Po ee 


t> 


NEWSRAIL February 2000 


~e-—e 


steel exterior finish trains and Comeng units. These ‘silver 
trains’ are used in three or six car consists, with a six-car set 
carrying more passengers than a seven car Tait or Harris set. 
Older travellers on the Coburg line would be familiar with 
these three varieties of rollingstock. 


COBURG LINE POWER SUB-STATIONS 


With the progressive extension of the electrified network, 
there had to be improvement of the power supply involving 
the establishment of a number of additional power sub- 
stations. On the Coburg line power supply for electric traction 
has meant sub-stations at Royal Park, Munro Street Coburg 
adjacent to the level crossing gates — completed in 1932-33 — 
and at Campbellfield in 1959 for the extension of electri- 
fication to Upfield to serve Ford Motor Company personnel. 


PASSENGER RISE AND DECLINE 


In the first sixty years of this century, the Coburg line carried 
a significant suburban passenger loading. Number of outward 
passenger journeys from Moreland station is a guide: In 1900- 
01 (210,050), 1911-12 (607,631), 1920-21 (879,209), 1931- 
32 (1,149,493), 1938-39 (942,976), 1948-49 (775,692) and 
1964-65 (431,800). As with other lines there was a definite 
downturn in suburban train travel after this time. 


STATION BUILDINGS 


Much has been written about the line’s numerous ‘heritage- 
value’ hand-operated level crossing gates, two-position 
semaphore signalling and block telegraph safe working used 
on most of this track until 1998. Automatic coloured light 
signals were introduced to Macaulay from Sunday 10 June 


Beetle’ railcar used on the Fawkner - Somerton service at Spencer Street on its last day of operation in 1956 VR M-4551 


1928, installed between Royal Park and Jewell from Sunday 
22 August 1971, and between Macaulay and Royal Park on 
Saturday 8 April 1972. When the line opened to Coburg in 
1884, station facilities were poor. Temporary buildings only 
were provided, but Royal Park could boast a gatekeeper’s 
cottage and a signal box. Macaulay was given a simple 
wooden building in keeping with a wooden planked platform 
still in evidence in the early 1920s illustration. Within five 
years, passengers travelling from and to the later known 
‘heritage section’ of the line, between South Brunswick and 
Coburg, were to be treated in a much more lavish style. 

In 1882, Moonee Ponds travellers had started to use their 
new solid brick station building of mid-Victorian architectural 
design with Gothic door heads and windows, comfortable 
waiting room and fireplaces. By 1889, persons journeying 
from South Brunswick, Brunswick, Moreland and Coburg 
were enjoying similar facilities. 


NOW FOR THE FUTURE 


This most historic of suburban lines has been a fascination for 
rail preservationists, a disappointment to some commuters, a 
challenge for survival and a promise for the future. As part of 
the Bayside Trains network, privatised on Sunday 29 August 
1999 and awarded on 15-year franchise to British transport 
company National Express, there will certainly be much 
interesting copy to be written by the historians of the future 
on the subject of the Coburg line. 


AN APPRECIATION 

My thanks to Gerald Dee, respected retired railwayman, railway 
historian and preservationist, for his valuable assistance in 
preparing this article. 


NEWSRAIL February 2000 


OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


NORTH-EAST STANDARD 
GAUGE — Mangalore 


UNUSUAL LOCOS 


During November in the midst of 
National Rail’s NR’s and Freightcorp’s 
81’s, two special trains operated with 
foreign locos along with a spectacular 
transfer movement. 


42219 and 4514 led an up special 
passenger train on Sat.6.11 through 
Mangalore at 19 06 and the return 
special on the following day, seen 
through the same location at 07 46. 


On the previous week, Mon.1.11 
and Tues.2.11, 44211 and 4490 were 
also sighted at this location. For more 
information about their visit to 
Victoria, refer to December issue. 


On Mon.15.11 at 07 57, G532, 
ELG62 and EL51 passed through on the 
down Bandiana superfreighter. The 
two EL’s were being transferred to 
Austrac at Junee in New South Wales. 
(PF) 

The following is a summary of 
observations made on the North-East 
standard gauge line at Mangalore over 
the Christmas and New Year period. 


The Austrac goods (MS7/SM7) has 
been reinstated, this time in 
partnership with Great Northern 
Railway Services and not V/Line and 


Freight Victoria, as in the past, and 
will be using GNRS’ yard instead of 
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They returned light engine later that day Peter Foote 


North Dynon. It has been observed 
being hauled by twin EL class 
locomotives on most occasions. One 
exception was on Thurs.9.12 when 
EL’s 51, 52, 57 and 58 on hire to 
Austrac, were noted on the down at 
21 00. EL’s 52 and 57 are painted in 
the new attractive blue and silver 
livery of their new owners, Chicago 
Freight Car Leasing Australia. The 
other locos at this stage still remain in 


1873-4814 on 6SM7 Austrac goods at Tottenham Loop on Sat.4.12.99 Julian Insall 
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the old AN colours of green and 
yellow. The service operates Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, and it departs 
Albury at 05 40 and leaves Melbourne 
at 15 10 the same day. The down 
service can run hours late, sometimes 
following the XPT out of Melbourne. 
The locos seem to be rotated one at a 
time on a regular basis. 


Other highlights have included the 
Freightcorp goods, regularly hauled by 
up to four locos, with two 81’s and 
two 48’s on Fri.7.12, or more 
regularly single 81’s and triple 48’s. 
On Mon.27.12, NR1 and NR2 were 
noted hauling the Great South Pacific 
Express special pass. at 16 30, and 
then returning on Thurs.30.12. 
GNR’s GM27 and J103 ran a down 
special goods on Sun.2.1 at 13 10 and 
returned light engine later the same 
day, with J103 leading. Back on 
Sat.20.11, GM27 and a failed 81 class 
loco were noted at Benalla on a down 
Freightcorp goods. 


The only National Rail highlight 
noted was the regular appearance of 
DL class locos that are placed in the 
shafts. Some of these occurrences were 
on Fri.31.12 with NR86-NR28- 
DL44-NR13 on an up goods at 09 40, 
Thurs.6.1, NR74-NR10-DL49 on an 
up steel train at 18 33 and on Fri.7.1 
if was NR15-NR120-DL41 on an up 
steel at 17 00. (PF) 


WESTERN STANDARD 
GAUGE - Dimboola - Salisbury 


DERAILMENTS 
Operations on this line were 
interrupted twice during the second 
half of November due to derailments. 
During the early hours of 
Tues.16.11, an overheated bearing on 
a container wagon bogie on the 
eastbound 2AM5 caused the train to 
derail in Salisbury Loop, west of 
Dimboola, blocking the line for about 
eighteen hours. Following the mishap, 
the part of the train in front of the 
derailed wagon continued to 
Melbourne with loco NR83, whilst 
NR96 was taken off the train and 
stabled in the yard at Dimboola. 


The Adelaide bound Overland, led 
by BL33, ran as far as Dimboola 
where passengers were transferred to 
road transport, and the motorail 
wagon was left in the yard. The rest of 
the train returned to Melbourne 
empty, and was sighted through 
Gheringhap at 10 10. 

Some of the trains stabled on the 
Melbourne side of the derailment 
waiting for the line to be re-opened 
included NR89 and NR91 on 
MAS5/9701, which was held at 
Dimboola Loop, NR 87 and NR79 at 
Pimpinio Loop on MP5/9711 and 
CLF4 and CLP12 on Patrick’s 
superfreighter MA3/9755 at Horsham 
Loop. 

At 16 45, NR117-NR93 were 
sighted shunting the remainder of the 
derailed train at Salisbury Loop, from 
the Adelaide end. These locos were off 
the first train waiting to depart 
westbound. At this time, NR96 was 
despatched from Dimboola, as light 
engine train number 9700 to return to 
Salisbury Loop and collect the 
remainder of the train and haul it 
back to Dimboola. This combination 
was later sighted through Gheringhap 
at 01 13 the following morning. By 
22 30 that evening, trains had begun 
to pass the derailment site in both 
directions. 

The second accident occurred at 
21 40 on Fri.26.11 in Ararat yard 
when an up grain train collided with a 
ballast train off the Maryborough 
branch. The main line was blocked for 
at least eighteen hours, holding up 
traffic in both directions. Both 
Overlands were halted soon after 
departure, returned to origin and the 
passengers either joined buses or flew 
between the two cities. (GE/EP/SK) 
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Railfans in Victoria have such a variety of locos to photograph in normal service life that 
it should not be boring. Here we see Alco 705 making a return to Victoria in tandem 
with GM42 at Maroona on an ASR rail train. Sun.28.11.99 lan Green 


FV IN THE WEST 


Freight Victoria were flying their new 
colours in Western Victoria on 
Fri.19.11 when they provided a grain 
train for display at the official opening 
of AWB Ltds’ new Dimboola grain 
centre. 


Double-headed green G529 and 
G522 led a rake of six freshly painted 
FV grain hoppers and a large number 
still in their old V/Line Freight colours 
on a loaded grain train which arrived 
from Nhill at 11 15. The train arrived 
into the new loop siding at the 
complex and was positioned under the 
outloading bins where it was stabled 
for a couple of hours during the 
official opening. 


This was the first train to use the 
new siding, and the first time that 
three trains were present at Dimboola 
Loop at the same time. While the 
special train was in the new siding, 
NR80 and DL45 were stabled in the 
crossing loop on MAG and NR81- 
NR117 passed through on PW4/9822 
up steel train on the main line. (EP) 


PATRICK’S PROBLEMS 


Wed.8.12 saw Patrick’s superfreighter 
AM3/9756 arrive at Dimboola behind 
CLF2 and CLF1, where the latter loco 
was removed from the train, along 
with a number of wagons, before 
CLF2 continued alone with the lighter 
load. The return train that would have 
usually been hauled by these two 
engines, MA3/9755, was seen behind 


CLF2 and GNRS’ GM27 later in the 
day. (EP) 


RARE LOCOS 


The list of rare locomotives seen on 
the Western standard gauge line 
during December included diesels 
GM36 in Commonwealth Railways’ 
colours and ASR’s GM44 in corporate 
colours and 704 and 705. (GE) 


VISITORS TO VICTORIA 


An irregular visitor to Victoria sighted 
during December was AN7, which 
passed through Gheringhap early on 
the morning of Sun.12.12 behind 
NR93 on AM5/9702. Later the same 
day, it departed west again, this time 
behind NR79 on BAG/9827. 


Other visitors that are becoming 
more regular are the DL class of which 
nine members were sighted during 
late December and early January, 
always as second unit and never 
leading. 

The most unusual visitor was 
former Westrail K class K207 which 
was part of the consist of PM9/9752 
SCT service to Melbourne which was 
led by G533 and G537 on Mon.3.1. 
(GE) 


ASR INTO VICTORIA 


On Mon.11.1, a train operated by 
ASR made a brief sortie into Victoria. 
GM43-847-GM38 led a combined 
ballast and empty grain train which 
arrived, from Adelaide, at Bordertown 
(SA) at 14 40, and proceeded to 


discharge its load of ballast between 
that location and Serviceton, before 
proceeding to Leeor Loop, (the first 
crossing loop on the Victorian side of 
the border). Here the locos ran around 
the train before departing at 18 40 to 
return to Wolseley to drop off the 
empty grain wagons, and collect a 
rake of loaded ones. (NF) 


SOUTH WESTERN BROAD 
GAUGE - Warrnambool 


X54 shunted the container siding near 
Warrnambool at 15 30 on Sun.7.11, 
and then ran an up goods out of town 
at 18 15. This was the first Sunday 
goods train either in or out of 
Warrnambool for at least 30 years, 
excluding plant/ballast trains. On this 
occasion, the usual Friday evening 
train did not run, and the motive 
power that would have hauled this 
train was utilised on the Sunday. 


X47 in Freight Victoria colours ran 
both the down and up Warrnambool 
goods (9260/9220) on Fri.12.11, and 
was the first visit by this loco since 
being repainted in the new colours. 


Goods traffic into and out of 
Warrnambool appears to have 
increased over recent months, with 
more use of X class locomotives, 
instead of the usual A class. (JW) 


NORTH WESTERN BROAD 
GAUGE - Gheringhap - Mildura 


S301 has returned to service again, 
and was seen on 9126 grain on 
Sun.5.12 through Gheringhap, along 
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A73 on the midday up Waurn Ponds cement train at South Geelong. Fri.19.11.99 Ticia Avé 
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with X51 in Freight Victoria colours 
and G521. The S then sat at Geelong 
Loco until Fri.10.12 when it ventured 
north towards Ouyen on 9137 
Gypsum train behind X39 and X46. 
(GE) 


Locomotives stabled at Mildura 
during the Christmas/New Year break 
(24-28.12) were G515 and X51. 
G515 arrived on Fri.24.12 freshly 
painted in Freight Victoria green, but 
without the application of signage. It 
is understood to have come out of the 
paint shop two days earlier. X51 has 
been rostered to Mildura/Merbein on 
alternate days since Wed.8.12. (BMcL) 


X40 with its new colour scheme with S307 in Shepparton yard. Thurs.30.12.99 Cleve Marys 
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GRAIN ON THE MOVE 


This time of the year we begin to see 
an increased number of block grain 
workings, and some interesting lash- 
ups hauling them. Mon.13.12 saw 
G527-X46-X39-S301 lead 9124 up 
grain through Gheringhap. Fri.7.1 
saw G511 and $306 combine to haul 
9124. 


COWANGIE GYPSUM TRAIN — 
9137/9138 


This train also continued to boast 
some interesting locomotive 
combinations. On Tues.14.12, G526- 
G525-X52 (FV)-X48-T408 (FV) led 
the down service (9137) through 
Gheringhap at 19 17, about two and 
a half hours late. The following day it 
was X47 (FV)-X46-S301, also 
running late, which appears to be a 
common occurrence for this train. 


MILDURA GOODS 9141/9140 


These trains, to and from Mildura and 
Merbein, continue to be hauled by 
G-X combinations on a majority of 
occasions. An exception was on 
Mon.3.1 when G521-X34-X51 (FV) 
led the down train and the next day it 
was G513-X37-T408 (FV) on the up 
service. (GE) 


NORTH - Bendigo - Boort 


NEW TRAFFIC 


A new source of rail traffic has been 
created at Kerang, from where 
containerised oats are to be exported. 
As of Thurs.25.11 four containers a 
day will be collected by the Up Swan 
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Five different classes of loco are involved in this cross. GM42-CLP17 on 9796 up 
Patricks superfreighter crosses NR86-AN6-8114 down steel goods at Manor Loop. 
Thurs 26.11.99 Julian Insall 


Hill goods, with a total of 500 to be 
moved. 


FREIGHT VICTORIA RE-PAINTS 


X40, X52, and T390 all arrived in 
Bendigo during November for re- 
painting into FV’s new colours. The 
X’s are to be painted by Goninans, 
and the T by GNRS. 


BOORT FREIGHT 9077/9078 


Bendigo yard pilot Y157 continues to 
stretch its legs with trips to Boort, 
leading the trains to and from this 
location on five occasions during early 
November, including on Tues.16.11 
when the train stabled at Boort 
overnight, to return the next day. 
Usually both the down and up trains 
operate on the same day. Other 
motive power observed on this service 
included T396 on Thurs.4.11 and 
X44 on Sun.14.11, Sun.21.11 and 
Tues.23.11. On the second occasion, 
the train was extended to Gredgwin, 
the second location past Boort on the 
Robinvale line. It is refreshing to see a 
service where an X class (or larger) is 
the exception rather than the norm. 

Members of the A class were 
observed leading on five occasions 
during December, with A79 seen on 
Sun.11.12 and Thurs.23.12 and A85 
on Sun.5.12 and Thurs.9.12, while it 
teamed up with Y157 on Tues.14.12. 
A solo Y157 appeared on consecutive 
days: Wed.15.12 and Thurs.16.12, 
and P22 also put in an appearance on 
Tues.21.12. (GW) 


BENDIGO 


Most of Freight Victoria’s locomotive 
classes were sighted in Bendigo during 
the month of December. 


On Sun.19.12, A77 appeared with 
X46-S307. A79 joined G526-X31 at 
Bendigo on 9084 goods from 
Deniliquin, after running the Boort 
train in the afternoon of Thurs.23.12 
and A85 was seen on four occasions 
on 9080 North Geelong Yard to Swan 
Hill goods, behind either one or two 
G's. 

The G class gets to lead a majority 
of trains on this corridor, most 
commonly alone or in combinations 
with one or two other G’s or X’s. 


P22 was the lone representative of 
this class that was seen on the Boort 
goods on Tues.21.12. 


Even the S class has begun to 
reappear after a couple of years in 
storage. $301 teamed up with G523- 
X44 on 9083 down Deniliquin goods 
on Thurs.2.12 and was seen again on 
Sat.4.12 on 9126 between G521 and 
X51. 


T382 was sighted twice stabled at 
Bendigo on weekends, and T390 was 
second loco to G524 on 9280 up 
Swan Hill goods. 


X’s are almost as common as the G 
class, and they get to lead a few trains, 
mostly in pairs of the same class, 
although X49 had the rare 
opportunity to lead a G class on 
Tues.7.12 when it relegated G512 to 


eo eec reece 


second unit. Their most common role 
is to assist a leading G class, either 
alone or in pairs. 

The Y class was represented by 
Y157, which is currently the Bendigo 
yard pilot, but it has also been seen 
leading the Boort goods on a number 
of occasions. 


NORTH-EAST BROAD 
GAUGE - Mooroopna - 
Mangalore - Shepparton 


Tues.16.11 saw 9354 Up Tocumwal 
goods headed by A77-P23-P21, but 
on Tues.26.10 an even more 
impressive lash-up of X33-P19-A78- 
P21 was sighted. 

On Sat.23.10, X50-X37 led a down 
goods hauling 10 oil wagons, 8 empty 
sleeper wagons and 27 flats through 
Mooroopna at 12 58. (CC) 


MANGALORE 


During November, a number of extra 
grain services and special charter 
trains were observed through 
Mangalore on the North-East broad 
gauge. An extra grain operated on 
Mon.1.11 with X53 and X54 up 
front, seen at 19 52. 


The first charter passenger special 
was on Sun.14.11 when T364 was 
seen on the up at 18 15. On Fri.19.11 
R761 led a down Oaklands steam 
special, which was followed the next 
day by R766 on another special. Both 
trains combined for the return journey, 
with R766 leading R761, through 
Mangalore at 21 25 on Sat.20.11. 


The only notable highlights from 
Mangalore during the holiday period 
concerned the appearance of two of 
Freight Victoria’s S class locos. First 
sightings were $306 on some 
Yarrawonga line grain trains on 
Wed.22.12 and Fri.24.12. In both 
instances $306 was behind X34 and 
A835. 


9353/9354 Tocumwal goods on 
Fri.7.1 included $307, passing on the 
down, hours late, behind P23 and in 
front of A79. S307 must have 
travelled to Tocumwal, as it was not 
on 9352 with a P class at Shepparton 
as the pilot. The last observation 
during the period was on Sat.8.1 with 
an up Tocumwal grain headed by 
X-S-X-X combination at 21 50. (PF) 


BIG LASH UP 


For those who are interested in large 
combinations of locomotives, the up 
Tocumwal goods on Thurs.13.1 was 
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THE S CLASS 
ARE BACK 
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Due to a shortage of motive power, 
Freight Victoria have returned to service 
their four stored S class locomotives. 


Top: A78-S301-P21 on 9354 up Tocumwal 
goods at Wunghnu. Wed. I2.1.00 


Centre: X31-S306-S307 on 9352 
Tocumwal - North Geelong Yard goods 
passing through Mywee. Tues. 11.1.00 


Below: X44-S301-X48 on 9352 goods 
makes a smoky departure out of 
Shepparton on Mon.10.1.00 

All photos Cleve Matys 


worth seeing. A78 led X32-S307- 
$306-S301-P20-P21 on a train made 
up of 56 wagons that was over 1000 
metres long! 


SHEPPARTON OBSERVATIONS 


The three days from Mon.13.12 to 
Thurs.16.12 yielded the following 
combinations on up Tocumwal goods 
trains. A77-X54 on 9352 on the 
Monday, X47-H5-A73-P23 leading 
9354 the next day and A77 and X54 
again on the Thursday. The 
Shepparton pilot on this occasion was 


H5. (CC) 


DRIVER IN CHARGE 
CONDITIONS SUSPENDED AT 
SHEPPARTON 


Since Wed.24.11, ‘Driver-in-Charge of 
Signalling’ conditions at Shepparton 
have been suspended. 

A signaller is now in attendance for 
the arrival and departure of all trains 
on a Saturday and Sunday. 


METROPOLITAN AREA 


MURRUMBEENA 


The following is a selection of 
locomotive combinations sighted on 
9461 Maryvale train during the weeks 
from Mon.25.10 to Fri.19.11. All of 
the weekend services were hauled by 
either X-X or X-A combinations. All 
times listed are at Murrumbeena. 


Tues.26.10 — X44-G543 (FV) at 
15 44. 


Wed.27.10 — A78-X37-P23 at 15 02 


Thurs.28.10 — T408-P20-X44 at 
15 33 
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Fri.29.10 — X33-A71-P20 at 15 17 
Mon.1.11 — X43-A71-A77 at 15 30 
Tues.2.11 — T374-A71 at 15 06 
Mon.8.11 — X47 (FV)-X43-T390 at 
14 58. 
Tues.9.11 — G515-X34 at 15 32 
Wed.10.11 — A77-X37-T374-T400 at 
15 20 
Thurs.11.11 — X37-X34-A79 at 
1S: 15 


Fri.12.11 — X40-A79-A77 at 15 06 
Tues. 16.11 — X34-X44-P22 at 15 02 


Only a few unusual trains were seen 
in this period, these being; X32 ona 
mini Pioneer quarry train on 
Mon.25.10, passing on the down just 
after 10 00 and returning just after 
13 00. This was the first one to 
operate for some months. 


On Wed.3.11 X37 passed at 11 31 
hauling a 3-car Hitachi set heading to 
Westall maintenance centre. It 
returned just under one hour later 
light engine. 

A new train has started to operate 
on Saturdays from late October. It is 
rostered as a light engine down to 
Morwell and passes Murrumbeena 
around 06 00. It returns with empty 
flat wagons and on occasion attaches 
empty cement wagons at Dandenong. 
It passes on the return around 13 00. 
Most of these trains have been 
operated by G543, although some of 
the early workings saw the use of 
A class locos. On Sat.20.11 it 
operated with A79-P21. It also saw 
around ten briquette wagons added 
and continued to the Maribyrnong 
River branch line terminus (this must 
be the first train for quite some time 
to operate down the branch on a 
weekend). (MB) 


TOTTENHAM LOOP AND 

BROADMEADOWS 

A correspondent recently spent a day 

in the metropolitan area observing 

railway activity. The following is a 

summary of the sightings in the 

Tottenham and Broadmeadows areas. 

At Tottenham: 

06 27 X32-T400 — up Somerton 
block cement 

0655 up XPT 

07 04 8177 —up North-East 
standard gauge goods 

07 11 NRS87 — down Somerton steel 
— crossed train above 

07 21 G531-G541 — up Western 
standard gauge goods 
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07 29 T400-X32 — down Geelong 


goods 

07 48 H4~— down Sunshine block 
grain 

0750 G532— down Bandiana 
superfreighter 


08 20 8171-8184 — up North-East 
goods — the locos ran around 
their train, and after crossing 
the up Adelaide goods, 
departed for North Altona. 


08 34 NR76-NR24 — up Adelaide 
goods 

08 36 8184-8171 — CRT goods 

08 45 down daylight XPT 

09 10 G515-X51 (both in FV 
colours) — up Mildura goods 

0951 NRG8-NR? — up North-East 
standard gauge goods 


10 35 8177 — down North-East 
standard gauge goods 


10 36 NR87— up Somerton goods — 
crossed train above 

1051 NR89 — down Adelaide steel 

1053 CLP14-CLF7 — up Patricks 
goods — crossed train above 

1124 ELS8-EL57 — up Austrac 
north-east goods 

1124 X42-— empty Pioneer quarry 
train from Brooklyn 

1155 NR14-NR22 — down light 
engine to Spotswood 

1210 H4-—up Sunshine grain 

14 33. G526-X33 — down 
Deniliquin goods 

At Broadmeadows: 

17 30 ©8171-8184 — down North- 
East standard gauge goods 

17 40 NRG1 — up North-East 
standard gauge goods 

1755  NR6-NR28 — down North- 
East superfreighter 

1810 G532-—up Bandiana 


superfreighter 

1830 X41-X51—- up Tocumwal 
goods 

2005 ELS7-EL58 — down Austrac 
goods 


Between 12 10 and 14 33 time 
was taken to explore Dynon, Great 
Northern and National Rail terminals. 
The highlights were sighting $306 
and flat top T345 (in GNRS’ colours) 
at Dynon and a DL at the NR 
terminal. 

At Broadmeadows no passenger 
train times were recorded and they 
were either N or A class loco hauled 
trains or sprinters. No P class locos 


were recorded, although they were 
heard on the passenger lines at 
Tottenham. (PF) 


NEW HILLSIDE TIMETABLE 

On Mon.13.12, Hillside Trains 

introduced a new timetable that 

added 23 new services and improved 

a number of existing services. The 

additional trains introduced were: 

18 37 Belgrave to Ringwood, 
connecting with a Flinders 
Street train at Ringwood 

08 25 up Box Hill, running via the 
loop 

1455 down Blackburn 

15 10 down Blackburn 

16 25 down Ringwood, running 
express Richmond to 
Glenferrie, Glenferrie to 
Camberwell, Camberwell to 
Box Hill 

1645 down Ringwood, running 
express Richmond to Box Hill 

17 48 up Ringwood — Box Hill 

0851 up Glen Waverley, running 
express from Darling to 
Richmond 

1613 down Glen Waverley, running 
express from Richmond to 
Darling 

1912 down Glen Waverley 

2011 up Glen Waverley 

08 23 up Epping, running express 
from Clifton Hill to Jolimont 

16 23 down Epping 

16 44 up Epping, running express 
from Clifton Hill to Jolimont 

17 26 up Clifton Hill 

08 19 up Greensborough 

08 34 up Greensborough 

09 04 up Greensborough 

15 43. down Greensborough, 
running express from 
Jolimont to Clifton Hill 

1559 down Macleod 

1617 down Macleod 

17 18 up Clifton Hill 

17 08 down Greensborough 

Other major alterations introduced at 

the same time were: 

19 20 down Ringwood extended to 
Belgrave 

0752 down Blackburn will 
terminate at Box Hill 

15 25 down Box Hill extended to 
Blackburn 

1559 up Box Hill will originate at 
Blackburn at 1552 


1655 down Blackburn extended to 
Ringwood 
17 32 up Blackburn will originate at 


Ringwood at 1725, running 
express from Ringwood to 
Blackburn, Camberwell to 
Richmond 

In addition, more express running 
has been introduced. 

The following further eight new 
services were introduced from Tues.4.1 
on a 12 month trial basis for shoppers 
that only stop at Premium stations: 


10 15 down Camberwell - 


Ringwood 
1056 down Camberwell - 
Ringwood 
1156 down Camberwell - 
Ringwood 
13.15 down Camberwell - 
Ringwood 
10 37. up Ringwood - Camberwell 
1137 up Ringwood - Camberwell 
12 37 up Ringwood - Camberwell 
13 37 up Ringwood - Camberwell 
NEW YEAR TIMETABLES 


The major public transport operators 
all ran special services on the morning 
of Sat.1.1 to provide New Year 
revellers with an alternative to using 
their own cars to get home. 

V/Line Passenger provided the 
following additional services on the 
country network to serve people 
travelling into Melbourne for the 
festivities, as well as returning home: 
Friday, 31 December 1999 


19 15 from South Geelong — stopped 
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Under an overcast sky, ELs 58 and 51 on an up Austrac goods crosses the down XPT 
at Broadford Loop on Sat.11.12.99 Peter Foote 


all stations to Little River, then 
Express. 


20 00 from Ballarat — stopped Ballan 
and Bacchus Marsh, then express. 


19 40 from Kyneton — stopped all 
stations to Clarkefield, then express. 


20 05 from Bendigo — stopped all 
stations to Kyneton, then express. 


18 40 from Traralgon — stopped all 
stations to Nar Nar Goon, then 
express. 


Saturday, 1 January 2000 


01 15 to South Geelong — express to 
Little River, then stopping all stations 
to South Geelong. 


The first special run in Victoria this century was a Steamrail charter seen here at 
Macedon at 00 10 on Sat.1.1.00 Jeff Bounds 


02 20 to South Geelong — express to 
Little River, then stopping all stations 
to South Geelong. 


04 20 to South Geelong — express to 
Little River, then stopping all stations 
to South Geelong. 


01 20 to Ballarat — only stopped at 
Melton, Bacchus Marsh and Ballan. 


02 15 to Ballarat — only stopped at 
Melton, Bacchus Marsh and Ballan. 


04 15 to Ballarat — only stopped at 
Melton, Bacchus Marsh and Ballan. 


01 10 to Bendigo — express to 
Sydenham, then stopped all stations. 


02 10 to Kyneton — express to 
Sydenham, then stopped all stations. 


04 10 to Bendigo — express to 
Sydenham, then stopped all stations. 
01 25 to Seymour — express to 
Craigieburn, then stopped all stations. 
03 25 to Seymour — express to 
Craigieburn, then stopped all stations. 
01 30 to Traralgon — stopped at 
Flinders Street, then express to Nar 
Nar Goon, then stopped all stations. 
03 10 to Traralgon — stopped at 
Flinders Street, then express to Nar 
Nar Goon, then stopped all stations. 


BALLARAT 


A class locos are infrequent visitors 
through Ballarat. On Tues.9.11, 9137 
goods had an A as second loco with 
four X class, while 9141 produced an 
A class sandwiched between two G 
class locos. The last passenger train 
through Ballarat East is normally a 
single Sprinter, but on this occasion 
was N462 with two cars. 
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A round-up of News items 


The self propelled rail grinding ‘train’ at work on the standard gauge at Inverleigh on Sun.28.11.99 Ian Green 


SYDENHAM PEDESTRIAN 
GATES 


New pedestrian gates were commis- 
sioned on the up side of the Melton 
Road level crossing at Sydenham on 
Wed.1.12. 


BAIRNSDALE LINE 
WASHOUT 


An inspection of the Bairnsdale line in 
mid-December revealed that the 
earthen embankment above an Armco 
culvert just beyond the 263 kilometre 
peg (about one kilometre beyond the 
siding at Hillside) had been totally 
washed out. The rails (with a few sleep- 
ers still attached) were suspended in 
mid-air above the Armco pipe. 

One interesting aspect of the wash- 
out is that it has revealed the remains 
of the original timber trestle replaced 
by the Armco. 


FLINDERS STREET STATION 

WORKS 

On Wed.8.12, it was noted that: 

m The new escalator for platforms 8/9 
at Flinders Street station was resting 
on two flat wagons (VKKX27 and 
VKKX 6) standing on platform 9. 


m The steel framework to house the 
new escalator was nearly complete. 


@ The task of tiling platforms 8/9 had 
commenced at the Spencer Street 
station end. 

On Wed.22.12, the escalator had 
been installed, but was not fully com- 
plete (a temporary fence blocked public 
access to the escalator and stairs). 


DOCKLANDS FOOTBRIDGE 
WORKS 

Work commenced on the installation of 
the lifts connecting platform 3/4, 9/10, 
11/12 and 13/14 at Spencer Street sta- 
tion with the Docklands footbridge in 
early December. 


HAYES FLAG DERAILS AT 
HURSTBRIDGE 
On Fri.26.11, Hayes flag type derails 
were fitted in place of the existing hand 
operated derails in Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
6 sidings at Hurstbridge. 

The flag of the derail is painted red 
in colour. 


HEIDELBERG ALTERATIONS 


On Thurs.2.12, the following alter- 
ations were introduced: 


= No. 24 double ended crossover at 
the up end (down main line to No. 1 
platform track) was booked out of 
service. The points were spiked and 
secured with a lockable point clip in 
the normal position. 


m Lever No. 25 (plunger for No. 24 
points) was converted to a pilot 
lever. 

m Disc signal Nos. 29 and 30 (signal 
post No. 2) were booked out of ser- 
vice. 

m Lever Nos. 24, 29 and 30 were 
sleeved in the normal position. 

m™ No. 22 double ended crossover at 
the up end remains in service for 
movements from No. 2 platform 
track to the up main line only. 


VIOLET TOWN LEVEL 
CROSSING FLASHING 
LIGHTS 

On Fri.3.12, flashing lights were com- 
missioned at the Hurt Street level 
crossing (171.556 kilometres) on the 
down side of Violet Town. The lights 
were installed as a part of the works 
associated with the down end extension 
of the Violet Town standard gauge 
crossing loop. 


The level crossing is operated by 
standard track circuiting on the stan- 
dard gauge, whilst the broad gauge 
crossing approaches are regulated by a 
Harmon crossing predicator (HXP). 

Level crossing predicator boards are 
provided on the up and down broad 
gauge approaches to the level crossing. 


APPLETON DOCK LINE 
LEVEL CROSSING CLOSURE 


On Mon.6.12, the Coode Road level 
crossing on the Appleton Dock line 
was permanently closed to all road traf- 
fic. All road signage has been removed 
and barriers erected to prevent road 
access to the crossing. 


INTERMEDIATE ELECTRIC 
STAFF INSTRUMENT AT 
MORWELL INDUSTRIAL 
SIDING 


On Thurs.25.11, an intermediate elec- 
tric staff instrument was commissioned 
at the Morwell industrial siding. The 
instrument is housed in a safeworking 
cabin located on the up side of the sid- 
ing at the down end. All electric staffs 
applicable to the Morwell - Traralgon 
section are available for use in the 
intermediate instrument at Morwell 
industrial siding. 

The intermediate electric staff 
instrument at Maryvale APM siding 
remains in use. 
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ALTERATIONS AT ARARAT 


On Tues.30.11, the following alter- 
ations were introduced at Ararat: 


# No. 3 road was booked out of ser- 
vice. The points giving access to No. 
3 road at the up and down ends were 
secured to lie for No. 2 road. 


@ The down end main line points have 
been booked out of service. The A 
pattern Annett lock was removed 
and the points have been spiked and 
secured in the normal position with a 
lockable point clip. A baulk was 
placed across the line at the down 
end of No. 2 road. 


@ The B pattern Annett lock on the up 
end main line points was removed 
and replaced by a A pattern Annett 
lock. The Annett key is secured in 
the safeworking telephone cabin at 
the up end. The door to the cabin is 
locked with a VSPSW padlock. 

In the interim, access to Ararat yard 
from the main line is only available at 
the up end. 

A supervisor needs to be in atten- 
dance at Ararat for shunting move- 
ments made from the yard to the main 
line and vice versa. 


BALLARAT MODAL 
INTERCHANGE PROGRESS 


By late December, the steel framework 
forming the shelter over the new modal 


Removal of signal post 
No. 4 at the Chaffey 
Avenue crossing at the 


sign. Fri.26.11.99 
Bruce McLean 


down end of Mildura to 
be replaced by the stop 


interchange under construction at Bal- 
larat station had been erected. 

This project is still on schedule to be 
completed early in the new year. 


TENDERS 


m Alstom contract 99201 closed 19.1. 
For the maintenance and supply of 
glass for the suburban train fleet. 


m Alstom contract 99204 closed 19.1. 
Expression of Interest for LED plat- 
form passenger information displays. 


# Alstom contract 99203 closed 19.1, 
Expression of Interest for public tele- 
phone (wireless). 


MILDURA 


During the week commencing Mon. 
22.11, the signal control panel in the 
station building was abolished. Annett 
locks were removed from the points 
leading to the car shed, including the 
crossover between tracks 1 and 2 the 
up and down end where track 2 con- 
nects to the main line. Hand locking 
bars were provided on the points, 
which give access to No. 2 road, now 
referred to as the loop track. 

Signs were located at the Seventh 
Street (up end) and Chaffey Avenue 
(down end) level crossings indicating 
that trains must not enter the roadway 
until the flashing lights are operating. 
Yard limit and limit of shunt boards 
were located on the up side of the San 
Mateo Avenue level crossing and the 
down side of the 10th Street level 
crossing (Yelta line). Location boards 
were provided a further 2000 metres 
further out from the Yard limit and 
limit of shunt boards. 

The double-ended crossover extend- 
ing from track 1 to track 2 at the down 
end of the yard has been spiked out of 
use. All signals had their indicating 
lens removed on Fri.26.11 and the 
posts were removed on following 
Tuesday. Train crews commenced 
responsibility for their own shunting 
requirements on Sun.28.11. 

In addition to the above changes, the 
Annett locked points leading to the 
Sarinia Packing Co siding and Caltex 
Oil siding (both between Irymple and 
Mildura) were spiked out of use. Both 
sidings have been unused since 
Caltex/Ampol moved to road transport 
for fuel and all fruit products from 
Sanria are transported as part of the 
Wakefields/Freight Victoria inter- 
modal system based at Merbein. 

Signals at Ouyen were also sched- 
uled for removal. 


GM LIVERIES 
IN VICTORIA 


NEWSRAIL February 2000 


aS SERVICES 


Above: As well as being spoilt by the variety of loco classes, Victorian railfans 
have an ever changing variety of loco liveries. GNR27 sits beside GM44 in its 
new ASR livery at Appleton Dock. Thurs.9.12.99 Tiicia Avé 


Below: GM42 in ‘original’ Australian National colours leads CLPI7 on 9756 up 
Patricks superfreighter at Tottenham Loop. Thurs.25.11.99 Julian Insall 
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VICTORIAN HERITAGE 
REGISTER 


Continuing with the items listed 
related to the rail industry 


= H1561 — Middle Brighton railway 
station (1882, 1887), Church Street, 
Middle Brighton. 


= H1578 — Minyip railway station 
(1889), Station Street, Minyip. 


= H1579 — Former Moorabool railway 
station (1861-62), 265 Ballan Road, 
Moorabool. 


m H1105 — Railway viaduct (1858- 
62), over Moorabool River, Ballarat - 
Geelong line, Moorabool. To the 
extent of all the structure known as 
the railway viaduct over the 
Moorabool River including all abut- 
ments and associated works as 
defined by the Heritage Council. 


= H901 — Mount Buffalo Chalet 
(1910-12, 1914-22), Mount Buffalo 
Road, Mount Buffalo National Park. 
To the extent of the buildings known 
as Mount Buffalo Chalet, including 
the main building, chalet garage, 
engine room, firewood store, carpen- 
ter’s shop, stables, tractor shed, 
lockup garages, staff amenities 
building (but excluding the com- 
munications towers and shed Nos. 1 
and 2, pump house, swimming pool, 
tennis courts and staff quarters), and 
the land as defined by the Heritage 
Council. 


m= H1580 — Murrayville railway station 
(1912), McKenzie Street, Murray- 
ville. 


= H1193 — Former Murtoa railway 
water tower (1885), corner Comyn 
and Soldiers Avenue, Murtoa. 


= H1000 — Former Newport Railway 
Workshops (1863), 57-59 Champion 
Road, Newport. To the extent of all 
the following buildings and struc- 
tures: central block (offices); central 
block (stores); tarpaulin shop; west 
block, including the attached east 
and west engine houses, the west 
engine house chimney base and the 
spring shop; water tower; east block 
lavatory; all the extant plant, works, 
objects and machinery associated 
with the former use of the above 
buildings; including the following 
items of plant: plant No. 1607 and 
1608 Campbell Sloss & McCann 
overhead travelling rope-driven 
cranes; 1623 Kirkstall mechanical 
crane; 2337 Kirkstall steam ham- 


News from the preservation scene 


mer; 2106 sawmill steam engines A 
and B, boiler and associated subfloor 
power transmission system; ZZ20 
patterns and patterns’ records; and 
the land as defined by the Heritage 
Council. 


m H1435 — Rail bridge (1919), Yarra 
Junction - Noojee Road, Noojee. 

= H988 — Former cable tramway 
engine house (1888), 187-201 
Abbottsford Street, North Mel- 
bourne. 


m™ H1582 — North Melbourne railway 
station (1886), Railway Place, North 
Melbourne. 

m H1436 — Rail bridge (1916), over 
Stoney Creek, Orbost - Bairnsdale 
line, Nowa Nowa. 


RAILTRAILS 


MURRAY TO THE MOUNTAINS 


Construction of the Great Alpine 
Railtrail, which will be one of the 
world’s largest railtrails, has begun 
within the rural city of Wangaratta. 
Stage one of the Murray to Mountains 
Railtrail has commenced with the 
clearing of 57 kilometres of land, which 
will contribute to the total of 94 
kilometres of trail. Attention is 
currently being given to the 19 
bridges, which form an integral part of 
the trail. 

The trail will link Wangaratta, 
Beechworth, Myrtleford and Bright 
along the old dismantled rail lines. The 
Porepunkah to Bright section was 
among the first railtrails to be devel- 
oped in Victoria. The section between 
Myrtleford to Ovens was opened early 
1997 and a sealed trail is now available 
over the section, Bright to Myrtleford. 
While other sections have limited 
access, including the Everton to 
Beechworth section, considerable work 
has to be carried out to bring these sec- 
tions up to railtrail standard. 

A second stage involves the estab- 
lishment of a trail from Wahgunyah on 
the banks of the Murray River through 
Rutherglen and on to Wangaratta. The 
proposed third stage includes the 
development of another trail from 
Wangaratta into the King River Valley. 


MORNINGTON RAILWAY 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
MRPS launched an appeal for funds to 
restore a boiler for K177 on Sun.7.11. 
The strategy of the MRPS is to have a 


back up loco for K163, particularly 
with the tourism strategies, which 
include operation of tourist trains from 
Frankston to Mornington. 

The appeal was launched by Geoff 
Peterson, President ARHS Victorian 
Division together with Mr Robin 
Cooper, Patron of the Society and Mr 
Howard Girdler, MRPS Secretary. 

Phase one of the restoration is the 
boiler estimated to cost in the order of 
$30,000. The frame of the locomotive 
is envisaged to cost a further $100,000. 
Finance for the project will come from 
donations, a portion of the current rail 
fare and applications of assistance from 
Government bodies. The restoration 
work is to be carried out both by MRPS 
members and contractors. 

K177 was acquired from the Ararat 
Historical Society in 1989. It was deliv- 
ered to Crib Point in 1989, then trans- 
ferred to Moorooduc as part of the big 
move on Sat.18.10.97. The locomotive 
was built at Newport Workshops in 
1941 and remained in active service 
with the VR till 1965 operating in the 
Seymour, Maryborough, Ballarat and 
Ararat districts. The loco was then 
passed on to the Ararat Historical 
Society in 1972. 

A large carriage shed has been con- 
structed at Moorooduc providing cov- 
erage of part of No. 3 road and the 
soon to be constructed No. 4 siding. 

A short platform (one car length) has 
been constructed at Yuilles Road termi- 
nus and was in use on Sun.19.12. A 
station building and run around roads 
are planned for early 2000. 

A new water tank has been installed 
at the up end of Moorooduc station and 
was in operation on the Sun.19.12. 


ARARAT STATION 
COMPLEX 


The Ararat railway station was opened 
as the new Ararat visitor information 
centre on Thurs.18.11. The station 
refurbishment was funded jointly by 
Ararat Rural City Council, the State 
Government’s Community Support 
Fund, Business Victoria and the Public 
Transport Corporation. The station 
refurbishment project has provided a 
modern information centre, a transport 
interchange for V/Line bus service and 
office accommodation. The platform 
has been resurfaced and the building 
exterior repainted in heritage colours. 


The historic signal box is well on the 
way to being totally refurbished due to 
the efforts of a ‘work for the dole’ team. 
The work is part of the upgrading of 
the Ararat station. 


BEAUFORT SIGNAL BOX 


Restoration and painting of the 
Beaufort signal box is being done as 
part of a ‘work for the dole’ project 
being carried out in the area. 


WODONGA - 
TALLANGATTA LINE 


An Albury resident, Ross Jackson, was 
recently interviewed on WIN TV 
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News recently, calling for the re- 
opening of the Wodonga to Tallangatta 
line as a steamed hauled tourist railway. 
The Cudgewa line from the down side 
of Bandiana has been totally removed 
apart from two sections of track at the 
former Huon station where some 
rollingstock is stored. 

The rollingstock consists of: a 4- 
wheel van (number not known), 
Z58, ZL594 underframe, RY1031?, 
RY1152, RY110, RW173? and 
separately, Walker cars MT?, MT58, 
RM24. The Walker cars are in poor 
condition and are currently fenced off 
with an electric fence. 


Where ts it? 


The answer to January’s question was actually a bit of a trick question. 
In December we were at Burnley station and the January shot was taken at the 
Melbourne end of Burnley station as A°986, in its last six months of service, 
backs onto a fan trip around the suburban area on Sat.10.8.63. The level 
crossing has been replaced by a bridge over the top and the siding on the left 


has been lifted. 


Mr D Parsons of Oaklands Park, South Australia wrote to us and identified 
the November photo as Lancefield. He sent in a full page letter on how he 
identified the photograph and gave us some information on the local service. 

John V Engleman was able to recognise Burnley station in our December 
edition with the down Sunday morning combined Warburton/Healesville 


excursion train passing through. 


This month’s question: The signal illustrated is still in position at a junction station 
but not in use. While it has a distant arm on it, it was not on the mainline? 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND 
RAILWAY 


Unfortunately steam trains will not be 
operating in South Gippsland during 
this summer season. Due to the poor 
track condition between Cranbourne 
and Nyora the transfer of K190 and 
carriages from Steamrail Victoria 
cannot take place. 


The South Gippsland Railway has 
adopted a new corporate colour 
scheme, which will consist of the 
colours blue and gold in the same man- 
ner as the former Victorian Railways. 
This replaces the burgundy colour 
scheme previously adopted. 


The Redhens will be excluded from 
the new colour scheme, as they will be 
retained in their original colour 
scheme. 


Loch station building has been 
rebuilt utilising panels from the old 
Welshpool VR portable station in con- 
junction with the local community. 


The local community has secured 
funding to develop the land between 
the station and the highway, a play- 
ground and a wetland area, with a foot- 
bridge planned in the near future. 


Watch the current ABC TV drama 
series ‘Something in the Air’, which is 
based around the Nyora station, which 
has to be kept in a somewhat unkempt 
condition. 


B80 being repainted at the West Coast 
Railway depot at Ballarat East on 
Wed.29.12.99. See report page 38 

Jeff Bounds 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.S.W. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please 
send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187. 
Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for the 
asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. recently. Write, 
ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: 
(03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always interested in buying your surplus railway and 
tramway books, tickets, badges, postcards, etc. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, PO Box 
342, Mulgrave 3170. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month.All advertisers 
are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any advertisement as they 
contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on request. Charges: Based 
on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 4 lines 
per month. 


The 
Railfan 
Shop 
WE KNOW 


SYAWLIAR 


BACKWARDS 


Mail Order Specialists -— 
phone, fax, write or Internet! 
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Australia’s largest range of railway, tramway 
and bus material — magazines, books, 
videos, railway ephemera (including internal 
railway books), models, slides, photographs, 
audio tapes, badges, posters, postcards, 
mugs, etc., etc.! 
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Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 

40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 

www — http://railfan.webmania.com.au// 


BRANCH LINE 


Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment 
490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
Fax: 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au 
Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
HOURS: MON-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 am. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 am. - 6.30 p.m. 10 am. - 9 p.m. 9am.-5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


WEDS SINGIN SietlsD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 am. to 12 noon. 


NOTHING TO DO ON 


TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor from 8 pm? 


See you there! 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


OPEN EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
(EXCEPT CHRISTMAS DAY AND 
GOOD FRIDAY) 

12 NOON - 5 PM 


ALSO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS — 
WEDNESDAYS | - 4 PM 


MID-WEEK VISITS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
PHONE 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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